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missionary, Father W. Hofmayr, who laboured among the
Shilluk for about ten years and is familiar with their language
and institutions -1 I need therefore say no more on that subject.
The Jukun are a tribe in Northern Nigeria whose country
is situated in the basin of the Benue River, an important
tributary of the Niger. Among them all Jukun chiefs, how-
ever minor, are regarded as being in some measure incarna-
tions of deity, while the Aku or king of Wukari is regarded
as the supreme incarnation. It is a common spying among
the Jukun that the power of the Aku exceeds that of Chid6
(the Jukun sky-god), for a man may incur the wrath of Chid6
and still continue to live, but one who incurs the wrath of the
Aku dies that very day.2 The divine king is regarded as
having a personal influence over the works of Nature and his
primary function is to secure for the people a successful
harvest. " This is certainly his main duty. He is not, and
apparently never was, expected to be a leader of victorious
armies, but he is expected to secure in his time a regular
succession of rich harvests, and by his ability to do so is
adjudged to be a true son of god. He is identified with the
crops, and is addressed as Azaiwo (our Guinea-corn), Afyewo
(our Ground-nuts) or Asoiwo (our Beans). . . . But to secure
a good harvest there must be a bountiful, but not an undue,
supply of rain at the proper times, and the ripening crops
must be protected from the excessive winds. The king of
the Jukun is, therefore, in virtue of his deity, able to control
the rains and the winds. A succession of droughts or bad
harvests is ascribed to his negligence or to the waning of his
strength, and he is accordingly secretly strangled.
" According to Jukun tradition the Jukun king was only
allowed to rule for a period of seven years, being put to death
at any convenient time after he had reached this allotted
span. . . . No reason is given to the limitation of the period
of years to seven. The number seven is apparently a sacred
number in all Jukun communities, based perhaps on an
ancient Moon cult. But possibly the choice of seven is due
volume, Pagan Tribes of the Nilotic     178-180.
Sudan   (London,   1932),   pp.   90-92,
197-198,423-428.                                      * C. K. Meek, A Sudanese King*
1 W.  Hofmayr, Die Shilluk, pp.     dom, pp. 121